ESSAYS ON TRIE GITA

to use the struggle of forces for his own egoistic benefit,
to slay, conquer, dominate, enjoy; or, helped by a
certain measure of the sattwic quality, the rajasic man
makes the struggle itself a means of increasing inner
mastery, joy, power, possession. The battle of life
becomes his delight and passion partly for its own sake,
tor the pleasure of activity and the sense of power,
partly as a means of his increase and natural self-
development. Dominated by sativa, man seeks in the
midst of the strife for a principle of law, right, poise,
harmony, peace, satisfaction. The purely sattwic man
tends to seek this within, whether for himself alone or
with an impulse to communicate it, when won, to
other human minds, but usually by a sort of inner
detachment from or else an outer rejection of the strife
and turmoil of the active world-energy; but if the
sattwic mind accepts partly the rajasic impulse, it seeks
rather to impose this poise and harmony upon the
struggle and apparent chaos, to vindicate a victory for
peace, love and harmony over the principle of war,
discord and struggle. All the attitudes adopted by the
human mind towards the problem of life either derive
from the domination of one or other of these qualities
or else from an attempt at balance and harmony
between them.

But there comes also a stage in which the mind
recoils from the whole problem and, dissatisfied with
the solutions given by the threefold mode of Nature,
traigunya^ seeks for some higher solution outside of it
or else above it. It looks for an escape either into'
something which is outside and void of all qualities
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